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THE CARIBREAN LEGION - LUFERON LANDING

The #ﬂ Centrsl American military sdventurers and political
Mi&amutw&:m" - lem

sed by vemnants of the so-ealled ™
{ELA) whdeh conlucted the 11 t
the Dominiesn Republic tn 1947,

MMM mum; were velormod tn Guatemala as the
,,,' ;.i. i - —-L,R,A»L *;,,‘ g h NItA “ h m‘*&”‘l lm mm’

‘  fu siiosikry action which overthersw the Pleads
Wammmmaummmmuamm
govornment undey Jose Figuarss,

Adiey the elase of the Ceosta Rican fighting the frregulars adopted
e aame “Caribbean Loglon,” They wors at the peak of their power,
prectige and influsncs and their lesders were on intimate terms with

sres and Presidents Avevalo of Gustemals and Frio Secarvss of
Cubs, With ¥ ' blessing Meadguariers and training bases were
estabHaded tn Costa Fiea, Thair genersl sim was to climinats the
Comtval American and Curidhesn dictatorabips and establish democeatic
regimes in their places. The wing of the Legion which sventusily sade
headquarters in Gustemiala was hargely domingted by Ieadors who vought
the sotabilshosant of & sceialist Centrsl Amorican Union,

The purposes snd molivations of the leadurs and individual mem.
bers of tha Caribbasn Leglon wers and Bave slways been & combination
of ravolntionary tiealism, peliticsl opportunism snd marcensry milie
tariern, Communisrs was not 2 churneteristic festure of the Logion at

any time; thase whs revealed Communtist tendencios or sffiliations were
nm i from 1948 anwavds a positive amti.Communist current
lod to divislons awd contriduted to the sventusl disorganisstion and dis-

peraal of the orgenisation,

The twe grincipsl lenders of the Guatemalan section of the Laglon,
"General” Angel Bumires, former cMief of stalf of the Caribbean
Lagion, and ) M&wﬁﬁmg Montes, are still tviang in Guatemala
it are 8ot dmown ts be engaged in active revelutionary enterprises,
Rowsvsy, the Nlearagun revolutionary Prefesser Edolberte Torres,
nsw openly pro-Communist, whe headed the leftist faction of the Legion,
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baen preminnt for sems years 28 3 Jaader and evganissy of peo.
M setiviticy is Gustermalun educational elecles, The Nom.
duran revelutionary and sotorious pro.Commaniet, Colomel Francisce
Mersnsn, formerly active in the Leglon, vemains in a key position in
the Cuabemalan Goversmant as privats secvetury to President Arhens,

 recorded in ¥he Resvlution sdopted by the Provisional Orgas of
M?Mﬂﬂﬁ?m stigat! mw:::ﬂm OAS Pebroary 11,
1949, “The Government of Costs Rica took tha steps That were indls-
pensadls in ordey to svert the enistence on its territery of any srgusi-
satien whess shject might be conapiracy agatust the security of the
Hicaraguan Sovermment or fhesw of other Americen Statas,

“Seunw of the porsois whe Bad baza disgersed la Costa Bica
mm%:hmrmmmu&m

» Availing thempelves of (e rapular factlities for free tran.
it between Cubs and Guatemals, snd making ccsasional trips to
Menice spd the Unlisd Statas, they ¢ aell thelr offerts to or-
gonine expeditions and fightiag forces dustined very sdortly to
How shemsalves Llaposed for o new attempt at luvasion of the
Deminizan Repablic.

mPart of G srmament relied apen by e Cayo Confites con-
spirators and nat seized is its sntivety by tha Cuban Gevernment,
was ovidently increased by subsuquant purchaszs and rough
fastiisins provided by Guatermalan suthovitics, and was concin.
seated in Gontesnnls, whare it was Joadod on the variows planes
dustinsd to take part in Ve invasion of June 18,%

From the Ouatamalss dase, the Caribbean Legion prapared & new
stinck on the Deminican Ropublic in June, 1949, Early Sunday svening,
i9 Jume, twn an s sivensity, o Catalina and o Orusan H.1, 0%§-N,

4 d to land nvasion supplice on the ¢onst of Lupsron township,
Proviage of Puarte Plata, Demisican Republiie, On of tha two glanes,
saseosded In landing, but s mixed group of sclllers and townsprople
xilled ull but one membar of the Invading party. The weapens and sup-
piiss which they ware sttempting to land incinded miscellanscus rifise,
wmachine guns and ammunition, gresadss, TNY, asd medicinos,

The Gwatemalen goversment subsequently denied that it had any
sempention with this fnvasise. The Investigating Committes of the CAS
stated, however:

fw
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nThare fu precf that the Catalime siveraft, wiich msdes
water landing at Luperon, toek off st the Lago ds Inabal in the
Republic of Guatamala, The testimeny prasented to the Com.
mistes indicates that the delivery of the armament aid the
praparation of the sforemantioned amphibious plane were
Sacilitated by military authorities at the aiv base of San Jose
de Guatemals, '

w“Ihe testimany referred to in the immsediately preceding

. pavagragh, snd other sources of fadormation, the
decuments of the Inter-American Poace Committes, sffovd

. svidemes Dt the planes of Menican sommercial reglstry, XA«
HOS (C.47) and XB-HUB (G »48), which iater (en Juns 18) landed
on Mextean territory, were lheswise sutfitted and made ready
at tba San Joss Military Alr Bass in Guatensals, wndsr the super-~
vislon of the Chief of the Guatemalon Alr Ferees,

OOQCQUIQCQOOOQOl..l.lQ.lﬁ.Q'Il.’...

“lt is clear that Guatemsalan sutheritise facilitated and por-
mitted sontinuous und flegal sctivities as zagurds sralfic in
arms snd passage of planes, It is lkewine s faet that the revelu-
tionary leadare, Kufemic Fernsndon (Cuban), Juss Rodriguen sad
Miguel Angel Ramires (Dominisans), Migusl Franciseo Morasas
{Honduran), snd 1wany others identified with the iilich activities,
enjoysd privileges and facilities that wars haiphdl i the prepara-
tiens for the Luperon attack., The aforementionsd Eufemio Fernanden,
who playsd an active part at Cayo Coafites snd who (according to his
cwn stalements) was not connected 8t the tins with any official
post, appesth &s an cutstanding lesder of the invasion of June 1989,
In May 1949, & month peler to the Luparen incident {s0 Mis testi-
mony rwas), be resigned from Me pest as Chief of the Guden
Gecrel Police, although the information fursished by the Cubsn
sxthoritiss indicates that the sald resignation was submitted on
April §, 1948, The Commitine has oo additionsl tnfermation
regarding the acceptance of the resigmation ov the appointment
of a titular subatitute,

“The Guatoralan Army planss, Tl and T-2, whick were
liaked with the sttempted invasion, and slse the two planes
{C-46 and C+47) of Mexicsn commersisl registry, which were

3o
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earrylag armament and expeditionary forees made & lxading
o Mexican territory, ‘thm’lanhun;md. Sogether
with the persons traveliag ia them, were oificially detained by
the Mexican Governmaent, snd the armament earvied by them

"The Gevernmant of Mexico has supplied the Commistes
with & list of the porsons datained and with & copy of the faven.
tory of the armament, the latiay now being in the custedy of
Mexican military authoritios, ™

Several Zpanteh Republican exiles, soms of hom kaews Commuy.
mists, wore among the membory of the expadition whe were detained
in Maxieo, The Guaternalan Fersigs Minlster, the late Enrique
Muanas Masay, made special offarts to shials their ralsase,

_The OAS Investigating Committes further vaported that durin
,}.‘J &y in the Dawminican Repudlic, the Committer "Mt an m

Suthorittes. This armament includes fiftean 45-calibre Relsing oub-
mackine guas (Model $0), whose sarial aumbers cesrrespond sxasily
to those of precisely the samse quantity of waapsns acquired to the

destinstion, The numbers of these subomochine guns {which have been

duly cheeked) are as follows: 110877, 110917, 1113315 1334015 113684;

:;:;g:‘ 116527 1112245 113193 113389, 11Ms); 102278 111944, 110409
" L]

“The remainder of the srmament, made up of baterogensous
elemants, could bave come frem what was heft of ks armament
formarly at the dispasal of he Caye Conlites conspivators, or
from materiel sequired later,

Guateraala Sity, was luter deponited {n o resldence on the shore
of Lake Asnatitlan,
wlhw
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mwhen the military sprising of July 1949 broks out in

Guatemals, abortly alter the assassination of Colonel Avans,
Mr, Exfamie Feraandes made & ncn-step flight frem Habana
on & plane that carried sertain war santeriala designed (v
assist in suppressing the uprising, Ssveral Gustemslan offi-
cials weve axiled an & result of the insurrection, and were
taken from Cuatemals to Habana in & Companis Aviatees plase,
under the custedy of Mesers, Eulemis Fersandes and Migusl

_  Francisco Movssan, Lotk of vhom were velerans of the revelu~

L tienary operations 1u tha Caribbess ares,

nAS the Ranche Boysres slrpert, the abovemantisned offi.
cisls wers hinded ovar te Mr, Lrendine Yilela Pons, Acting
Chief of the Secret Folice of Cubs, and cenducted to the Notel
San Luls, the Cubsn headyuarters of the Deminican axilen,
awned by Mr, Cvus Alonso, whers they recaained for aoos
thms z guard, '

Thare was opea svidence in Guatemaln whish strengly supported
the conclusions of the OAS Committes regurding Guatemalan wificial
and ssmi-offielal ald te the Carfbbuna Luglon, Guatemalan armed
forces eguipmaont and services, including use of the Guatemalaniir
Force, apparently were made avatlable te ths Legion, Membars of
the Legion wers maintained on cextaln Goversment Iutervensd Farms
{Fincas Nagleuales). The Minlstey of Sommunications and Pablie

" Works apparantly payed the cost of canintainiag the two vesssis nﬁ
de . and Tecun Uman which wers put wndez Guatonmualan reglistey
and e Legion, Accerding to tha findings of the DAS Come.

mittes, "in the courne of its denvasiations the Dominicon Republie
bas referred repeatedly to the vesssls Patricia and Alicla, which were
anchered in Cudan waters during the Luperon tucident, The Compania
Maritime Infsamericans {astablished on June 1), 194%), whose Fresis
deat and one of whase three stockholders is Mz, Crus Alanso, sold these
vessels on Septembear 26 af the gazas year to Lic, Ricarde Castannda

‘ Mislater Flanipoteatinry of Guatamals fa Cuba, whe was
acting in the name of the Exesutive of Mo conntry snd as & pepresentative
of s Guatemalan Covornmant, I should be noted that it was My, Crus
Alonse for whem o landiog barge. the Fateia, was destined, whan its
axpert Hesnse was reviked by the United Blates Qeverament in Avgust
1947, upon dlecavery of the fact that the 2ald barge wes destined for the
Caye Conlites revelutionsring,

obo
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“The vesssls Patricla und Alicia salled from: Habous to
Puezto Barvios, where ene of themn anshored on Novembar 27,
1949, and the sther on November 30, undsr the new sames of
Fodre € Alvarade Jor the boat that arrived firet and Tecun Umoan
far ths one that arvived on Movember 30,

"Declarstions made by the respactive Caplains siate that at
the time whan thess vessels ware visited by ths Committus,
thelr craws wers sntirsly of Cuban nationality, which is alse
the saticuality of the aforassid Captains, The vessels are vader
the charge of the Cuatemalen Ministry of Communications whish
takes sare of malntenance anpensecs and pays the wages of the
srews,”

ob-
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